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A
ut hor a nd i l -
lu st rator Da-
vid LaRochelle 
of White Bear 
Lake captivated 

his audience as he unveiled 
a picture of the numbers 1 
through 10.

These numbers illustrate 
a very important library 
rule, he told the first-graders 
gathered at Eden Prairie 
City Center Thursday.

That rule?
“Never give your library 

book to a monkey.”
He went on to tell a story 

transforming each number 
into an illustration of an 
increasingly unlikely de-
velopment if you did turn 
your book over to an angry 
monkey.

“What do we say to Mr. 
LaRochelle? ” asked one 
teacher. A group of children 
called out, “Thank you!”

And then one child walked 
up to him and added, “I lost 
my tooth.”

MY BOOK DAY

That’s just one of the 
scenes at My Book Day, an 
annual event sponsored by 
the Eden Prairie Noon Ro-
tary Club. On Thursday, the 
kids celebrated by Book Day 
with an event at City Center 
where they each received a 
library card and their own 
hard-cover book.

Partners working on the 
event included the Founda-
tion for Eden Prairie Schools, 
Friends of the Eden Prairie 
Library, Hennepin County 
Library and Eden Prairie 
Schools.

The goal is to “motivate, 
support, and celebrate liter-
acy and learning,” according 
to a news release.

Thursday’s big event is 
just one part of it.

First, all first-graders are 
introduced to the six books 
they can choose from.

Next each classroom visits 
the Eden Prairie library for 
a tour. They are encouraged 
to frequently visit and learn 
how to use a library card.

At the celebration, the 

students are read to by some 
local celebrities, including 
Eden Prairie Police offi-
cers and firefighters, School 
Board members and more. 
They get a library card. And 
this year, they got to see a 
presentation by LaRochelle.

They get the message to 
read at home every day in the 
summer, in part from a skit 
featuring John Jorgensen of 
Wyoming, who founded the 
program in honor of his late 
wife, who loved books.

And the first-graders have 
their own library card and 
personalized book to bring 
home.

“It’s a wonderful way to 
get kids excited about read-
ing,” LaRochelle said. Of 
the children being able to 
pick their own book, he said, 
“What a wonderful empower-
ment for them.”

As it turns out, LaRo-
chelle’s book, “How Mar-
tha Saved her Parents from 
Green Beans,” was one of 
the favorites picked by the 
children. He even wore his 
green bean tie, he said.

10TH ANNUAL MY BOOK DAY
First-graders gain a book and 
much more at annual event

Owen Helm-Hoff and Ava Irmiter with their new library cards.

1Author-illustrator David LaRochelle captivated 
his audience with a tale explaining why you 
should never give your library book to a monkey. 2 As the picture story progresses, LaRochelle 

transforms the number 2 into an angry monkey 
... just a sign of the things to come! 3What have we learned? Say “No!” to the 

monkey, or a variety of unfortunate things 
might happen, some involving aliens.

Left — Good Queen Sue 
(Spike Sarles) hugs one 
of her people during 
the presentation.

First-grader Seham Mohamed cheered during the skit.
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Firefi ghter Lt. Jeff Dezenski, read to a group of children on My Book Day.
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